The ability to 
Results
The correctly identified smells according to age of patients and controls are shown in the figure.
Nine patients showed an UPSIT percentile between zero and 30; the score of all but one control was above the fiftieth percentile, eight of these controls scoring between 73-100%. No patient scored above the seventieth percentile. The mean (SD) score on the UPSIT in the MND patients, 25-2 (7-25) was significantly lower than that for the controls 35-15 (4.97). The effects of age as a variable were also investigated as the UPSIT score is known to decrease with age. The correlation of the raw UPSIT score with age was 0 37 (p < 0 05). The mean age of the patients was 68-0 years and of the controls 68-3 years (not significantly different) and the group difference remained significant at the 0005 level even when age effects were covaried out of the analysis. No sex differences in UPSIT scores were found for either the patient or the control group. The patient's group age standardised UPSIT score was significantly lower than the value found in the UPSIT manual standardisation sample. 
